The differences between intermittent and continuous production.

Production is a process of making something of value. It means bringing together materials, machinery, and workers to make goods. Production changes the value of materials by changing their form. The process of production makes the materials more valuable.

There are 2 basic methods of production: intermittent and continuous. In intermittent production, labor and equipment work on one particular product for a short period of time. In continuous production, they work continuously, making one type of product for a long period of time. With intermittent production custom-made goods are made to customer specifications, so many designs and styles are possible. Consequently, the volume of production must be low. With continuous production standard goods are made to the manufacturer’s specifications. There can be only a few models, styles and design in continuous production, so the volume can be large. The design can easily be changed to suit each individual customer in intermittent production, while standard goods are made for a group of customers and their design tries to please the average taste.

Using a various machines and increasing necessary labor are made custom-made goods more expensive then standard goods. They are popular because they are expensive. It means that if someone owns custom-made good, it shows that he has money. Exclusive cars, clothes can be examples of custom-made goods. The assembly line or same machines and less labor are required to make standard goods. That is why they are cheaper. Standard goods are also popular, because they are more available then custom-made goods. For example, continuous production is used in producing cement, making paper, refining sugar and etc.
In deciding on the type of production to use in a plant, the important factors are volume and number of models and designs. Intermittent production can be used if volume is small or there are many designs. Often a company begins production with job lots using intermittent production. As the company grows and the volume increases, it is more efficient to use continuous production.
