17. International corruption 
Corruption – the crime of giving or receiving money, gifts in exchange for doing something illegal that helps another person or company.

The alternatives for the word bribe are many and varied: kickback, sweetener, backhander, baksheesh. In law court they all are called illicit payments by the judge and commissions by a defendant. Using special slush funds to bribe political parties is called as sleaze by journalists. 

In Berlin there is a group that is carried out surveys in different countries trying to find out how they are fighting corruption. 
Denmark, Finland and Sweden have become the “cleanest” countries. They have moved New Zeland from the top position. The most corrupt countries are Nigeria, Bolivia, Columbia and Russia. Some economics think that corruption in the Third World is the product of global companies which use kickbacks to buy overpriced contracts. They divert (отвлекать) money from industry, education and healthcare which leads to impoverishment (обнищание) in developing countries.
